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to driving and that would allow our children to grow up with 

walking as a natural part of their lives.

One resident had heard of the ‘walking bus’ concept and 

suggested we consider the idea. We discussed the plan: 

adults walking 

a group of our 

children to school 

incorporating 

a loosely 

defined code-of-

behaviour; an 

adult walks in 

front and at the 

end of the bus; 

no child is to walk 

on or cross the road without explicit instructions from an adult.

A roster of parents was organised and the ‘walking bus’ quickly 

became a reality in February 2006. Every school day since 

early 2006 the bus has reliably set off at 8:15 arriving at the 

school at 8:45. It is now a normal part of our children’s lives.

Five families at the top end of the valley regularly use the 

‘walking bus’ and other families are able to join in on the way. 

This equates to 5 - 10 vehicles not being used each morning, 

reducing, amongst other things, the traffic bottleneck and 

parking at the school.

Our children now see walking to school as a normal event, 

it provides them with exercise, a social beginning to the 

day, fosters and strengthens friendships in our community, 

familiarises our children with other parents in our community 

and the adults involved also experience all of these benefits.

An unexpected outcome of the ‘walking bus’ has been a 

noticeable increase in the numbers of other people in the 

community who now appreciate the values of walking and 

cycling to their workplaces or to the nearby shops.

The Solar Acquisition Project:

Helping each other 

to make our homes 

more sustainable 

is a vital part of 

our activities. This 

led our community 

to investigate a 

bulk purchase of 

solar hot water 

systems, enabling 

householders to 

install solar at 

reasonable prices.

In early 2007, we 

negotiated with a 

solar supply company and firmed up a purchase agreement. 

These offers were quickly snapped up by a number of valley 

households, and the valley now boasts seven homes already 

equipped with solar hot water and others ready to install.

A learning experience has been the shortage of plumbers that 

are skilled and available to do solar hot water installations, 

resulting in us helping to organise a training workshop for 

plumbers in mid 2007.

To reduce unit costs, the Solar Acquisition Project was 

opened to households anywhere in Tasmania, which brought 

an unexpected 

flurry of takers 

- way beyond 

our expectations. 

In the seven 

months from 

February 2007 to 

the September, 

over 120 solar systems were bought by householders across 

southern Tasmania, from Port Arthur to Bruny Island. Another 

50 systems are due to arrive in November.

(The Solar Project became 

too burdensome for our 

local community to sustain 

on a voluntary basis, so we 

were happy to see it off. On 

our invitation, Fern Tree / 

Ridgeway communities then 

successfully joined in with their 

own solar promotion and the project is now externalised, run 

independently as a Unit Trust.)

Home energy audits

In a similar vein, Waterworks Valley Community has actively 

taken on education of each other, sharing ideas to help 

us all modify our homes and ways-of life to reduce our 

environmental and carbon footprint.

To that end, we have so far conducted two local community 

workshops on home energy auditing, taking advantage of 

Sustainable Living Tasmania’s resources and distributing 

information to our households via email. Most of our household 

participants are actively engaged in improving the energy 

efficiency of their homes.

Our next aim is to facilitate home audits for those who would 

like this service.

Community Education

We also realized we had a role in educating the broader 

community about these issues and so organised a Workshop 

on ‘Global Warming and What You Can Do About It’. 

Households in Dynnyrne, Sandy Bay and South Hobart were 

letter boxed and that event was held at Princes Street Primary 

School in August this year.

We have also established links with other community groups 

that have sustainability as their core purpose.

Other community programs:

Community gardening project: Aside from home energy use 

we have been actively engaged in domestic vegetable and 

fruit growing, one identified problem being the high numbers 

of possums and wallabies in this area. Residents have been 

trialling various enclosures, thus enabling them to develop 

productive gardens that would otherwise have been eaten by 

native wildlife.

---continued next page
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Members of the community 

are now researching 

available land on public 

and private land that could 

be used to establish a 

cooperative gardening, 

and we are consulting 

with Council, DIER and 

landowners about various 

options.

Water tank project: Installation of domestic water tanks is a 

high priority amongst the 

residents, many of whom 

are ready to install, but 

deterred by shortage of 

information about products 

that are available and 

suitable for their home 

sites. We are currently 

researching these issues and aim to provide residents with 

practical options later this year.

Local landcare: Community members are actively involved 

in the Waterworks Landcare Group, facilitated via Hobart 

City Council. Separate 

from these activities, the 

community is also involved 

in weed eradication on their 

own land.

Fire protection: This being 

a fire prone area, hard 

hit in the 1967 fires, we 

are aware that fire protection is an important sustainability 

issue. Consequently we have workshopped these issues in the 

community, arranging for Hobart Council’s fire officer to brief 

us and look at individual properties, with a view to reducing 

fire risk and looking after (elderly) residents who are unable to 

defend their properties.

Resource sharing: At present, community members conduct an 

informal sharing of resources and skills. Our aim is to facilitate 

this more so in the future through the development of a 

community website, using a modified LETTS system, so that 

the resources and skills owned by individual households can be 

effectively pooled.

Council participation: Although not directly linked to our core 

business of sustainability, our community has been actively 

engaging with Hobart Council on a number of issues such as 

the installation of speed humps along Waterworks Valley, now 

due to be constructed this financial year.

Why should our project win an environmental award?

Most or our work to date has come to fruition during this year. 

The walking bus and the solar programs are small examples 

of the way we’d all like our world to be. They embody local 

solutions to global problems, people trusting and working 

together, adults and children leading by example.

The Climate Change phenomenon has thrown up a tremendous 

challenge, being grappled by the entire global community, 

corporations and governments at every level. We have a 

strong belief that taking a personal and community lead is 

absolutely critical to eventual sustainability.

Concepts like the ‘walking bus’ concept are simple, achievable 

and practical: anyone can do it, they are easy to implement 

and have a wealth of benefits.

Winning this award would help expose such idea and 

possibilities to the larger Tasmanian public and so help to 

spearhead strengthening of local communities in other areas.

We like to imagine the reduction in Hobart’s traffic and many 

other problems if there were dozens of ‘walking buses’ and the 

strengthened communities that stem from collective actions 

like these.

In the event of our community winning the Edward Hall 

Community Prize, we would use that prize money to subsidise 

home energy audits for householders in our community who 

request one to be done.

Editor’s Note

Congratulations to the Waterworks Valley community who won 

the 2007 Edward Hall Community Award.

In the last year, the major TV networks asked the presidential 

candidates 2,679 questions. Pop quiz: How many were about 

global warming?

A) 514—after all, it’s one of the top issues facing the country 

B) 165—as many as were asked about illegal immigration 

C) 3—the same number asked about UFOs 

If you guessed 3, you’re right: Reporters asked as many 

questions about UFOs as they did about the climate crisis—the 

biggest threat to our planet.

If you’d like to sign our petition urging top TV reporters to ask 

the presidential candidates about global warming, click here to 

add your name: 

http://pol.moveon.org/climatequestions/o.pl?id=11909-

757031-FC1lDv&t=165

Up to news 
networks! 

20 ways to 
save 20% 

What are WWF and the Chinese Government doing?

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Chinese Olympic 

organisers have teamed up to help create a green Olympics 

for Beijing. As part of the educational process they have 

developed a 20/20 quiz.

To test your knowledge of how you can reduce your energy 

use in 20 ways by 20%  go to:

http://www.wwfchina.org/greenolympics/20to20en.pdf

http://pol.moveon.org/climatequestions/o.pl?id=11909-757031-FC1lDv&t=165
http://pol.moveon.org/climatequestions/o.pl?id=11909-757031-FC1lDv&t=165
http://www.wwfchina.org/greenolympics/20to20en.pdf
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Launceston City Council is to join the Cities for Climate 

Protection Program (CCP) in a bid to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions.

Aldermen voted at yesterday’s Council meeting to sign up to 

the program, making it the first Council in northern Tasmania 

to be part of the national initiative.

Funding for an officer to help Council meet performance based 

milestones set down as part of the program will be considered 

in the forthcoming budget discussions.

Council’s involvement in CCP will result in savings by lowering 

Council’s energy costs, addressing high transport costs 

and emissions through more efficient fuels and improved 

transportation management.

...a change in 
consciousness 
within Council 

regarding 
sustainability...

The push for Council to tackle climate change has been 

led by a group of employees.  The Creating a Pathway to a 

Sustainable Future team was formed in March last year and 

is in the process of developing a number of projects to bring 

about a change in consciousness within Council regarding 

sustainability.

Mayor Albert van Zetten said, “For Council to be a leader in 

the community there is a need to generate ownership and 

sustainable living practices internally first.

“It’s hoped that enthusiastic employees will take the concepts 

home with them, and interest can begin to grow in the 

community that way.”

Issued:            Launceston, 5 February 2008

For further information please contact

Nicola Karpeles, Media Officer, Launceston City Council

Phone 6323 3111 or 0400 233 127

For more information go to: http://www.launceston.tas.gov.

au/whatsnewitem.php?id=3858 

Launceston
City Council 

tackles
climate change The Garnaut Climate Change Review is an independent study 

by Professor Ross Garnaut, commissioned by Australia’s State 

and Territory Governments on 30 April 2007. The recently 

elected Prime Minister of Australia 

has confirmed the participation of 

the Commonwealth Government in 

the Review.

The Review will examine the 

impacts of climate change on 

the Australian economy, and 

recommend medium to long-term 

policies and policy frameworks 

to improve the prospects for 

sustainable prosperity.

The Review’s final report is due on 

30 September 2008, with a draft by 30 June 2008. A number 

of forums will also be held around Australia to engage the 

public on various issues relating to the Review.

The Secretariat to support the Review is based in the Victorian 

Department of Premier and Cabinet.

Terms of Reference (PDF, 346kb)

The Garnaut Review Secretariat welcomes 

your comments, queries and feedback. 

These should be provided to: 

Garnaut Review Secretariat 

Level 2, 1 Treasury Place 

Melbourne 3002 VIC

Email: contactus@garnautreview.org.au

The Garnaut 
Climate Change 

Review

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission has 

recently produced a guide to educate businesses about 

their obligations regarding environmental claims under the 

Trade Practices Act 1974. It aims to assist manufacturers, 

suppliers, advertisers and others to assess the strength of any 

environmental claims they make and to improve the accuracy 

and usefulness to consumers of their labelling, packaging and 

advertising. For more information go to: http://www.accc.gov.

au/content/index.phtml/tag/greenmarketing/ 

Green Marketing 
and the

Trade Practices Act

http://www.launceston.tas.gov.au/whatsnewitem.php?id=3858
http://www.launceston.tas.gov.au/whatsnewitem.php?id=3858
http://www.garnautreview.org.au/CA25734E0016A131/WebObj/GarnautClimateChangeReviewTermsofReference2007/$File/Garnaut%20Climate%20Change%20Review%20Terms%20of%20Reference%202007.pdf
mailto:contactus@garnautreview.org.au
http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/tag/greenmarketing/
http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/tag/greenmarketing/


“ 

‘Making the Transition’ 
Communities gathering to share energies, resources and ideas 
to respond to climate change in creative and supportive ways 

How do we foster resourceful collaboration and resilience  
in our households and communities, to take useful action on  

climate change in Tasmania? 

For more information and to register, contact Sustainable Living Tasmania on  
6234 5566 or email info@sustainablelivingtasmania.org.au 

This event is supported by a Hobart City Council Community Development Grant 
and is part of the 2008 Mountain Festival 

1-5pm Saturday 15 March 
Philip Smith Centre 

2 Edward St, Glebe, Hobart 
 

FREE EVENT, DONATIONS WELCOME 




