Role of Walking Bus Volunteers

Drivers and conductors need to have a sound understanding of road safety, duty of care and basic first aid.  They also need to display good habits and make it a fun trip.

Benefits of being a WB Volunteer
· The opportunity to help reduce traffic congestion and increase safety around the school.
· Involvement in the school and the community.
· Increased personal fitness.
· The opportunity to assist children to increase physical activity, learn road safety, and gain a greater sense of independence.
· The opportunity to meet other parents and children.
· Safer and cleaner neighborhoods.
· A reduction in your greenhouse gas emissions.

· Time saved by not always having to accompany your child to school.

· Money saved on fuel costs.

· A fun start to the day!

Roles of WB Volunteers
· Guide the bus along the agreed route, meeting students at the designated bus stops on time.

· Take responsibility for the safety and conduct of all children on the WB.

· Follow the authorized route (if there is a problem on route due to road works, lead bus by the safest alternative.  Notify Principal of change).

· Safety on the bus is of high importance.  The route therefore is thoroughly checked for traffic hazards, and adults wear bright vests to be easily seen.  
· The size of the bus depends on the number of accompanying adults.  There should be a minimum of 2 volunteers at all times and a volunteer:child ratio should be set by the school principal.  Anything between 1:4 and 1:8 is common.  Other children accompanying the bus should be included in this calculation.
· Apply the school rules for behaviour management and revoke the privilege of travelling with the Walking Bus if children continuously misbehave.
Duties of a WB Volunteer

· Attend a road safety training session and lodge a current Good Character Check with the school.

· Help to compile the volunteer roster and bus timetable.
· Organise a substitute volunteer if they cannot walk on their rostered day.
· Adhere to school protocols and policies related to the WB program (eg. Follow the agreed timetable and route, unless it has become hazardous; manage children in the road environment.
· Carry all of the items on the volunteer checklist.

· Record the names of children arriving with the WB in the Passenger Log in the WB folder at school.

· Record any incidents - such as accidents, route alterations, delays on an incident form in the WB folder at school. Report any serious incidents to the principal and/or parents.
· Meet with the Volunteer Coordinator, School Liason or Project Officer to discuss the program and provide feedback when and if necessary. 

· Ensure all new participants have a signed consent form and passenger pledge.

· Assist with the promotion of the WB program within the school and community.


Volunteer Agreement





I, ________________________, agree to be a volunteer on the Walking Bus at _______________________ School.





I attended a training session in which the Walking Bus program and road safety precautions were clearly outlined.





I have been given the necessary equipment, including: safety vest, bum bag with basic first aid supplies, route map, time table, contact numbers, volunteer roster, list of participating children and any medical conditions.





I acknowledge that I have read and understood the roles & duties of a WB Volunteer.





Signed _________________________________________ Date __________________








