Role of Participating Schools

Participating schools are responsible for:
• Appointing a School Liaison Person for the Walking Bus. The School Liaison Person will work with Council, the Project Officer and the Walking Bus volunteers to ensure the smooth running of the program.

• Providing a supportive environment to sustain the Walking Bus through running activities related to the program. This includes articles in the newsletter, information at assemblies, volunteer appreciation activities, etc.
• Providing children or parents who are interested in the program with the contact details for the relevant Walking School Bus Volunteer Group. This will allow the volunteers to determine how the child can be included in the bus and distribute the necessary paperwork.

• Conducting a Baseline Survey in each class over a one week period to determine how students travel to school before the Walking Bus begins.

• Filing a copy of the child’s signed WB Consent Form and Behavioral Agreement.
• Ensuring that all WB volunteers have current Good Character Checks on file and have attended a WB training session.
• Providing the Walking Bus Project Officer with copies of Certificates, Awards, Newsletter Articles, etc as examples to share with other schools starting Walking Buses.

• Public Liability will be provided for school staff, leaders and volunteers associated with the school endorsed Walking Bus program, by the Tasmanian Risk Management Fund www.education.tas.gov.au/admin/ff/risk/default.htm.

If running an after school Walking Bus, the school will be responsible for:

• Notifying the WSB volunteer if a child who catches the Bus in the afternoon has gone home sick and will not be catching the bus home (where possible).

• Endeavoring to let children out of class on time who are catching the WSB home in the afternoon.

• Attending to children who have missed the WB in the afternoon. These children will report to the school office and it is the school’s responsibility to speak with the parents or emergency contact to organize alternative travel arrangements.

